can hemisphere must become an island dedicated to the democratic
will of creating persons; implemented by the technics that alone
can give to man the peace, leisure and knowledge to become a
person.
How are we to know that if our hemisphere does achieve an
island psychology, it will not translate its defence aggressiveness
Into physical terms? become another island empire in the bad way
of Japan or Britain? The Jews were saved by their smallness; they
could conquer only through the Word. Our hemisphere, as the
democratic Island,, will be saved only if it continues to be, progres-
sively, three Americas ... by the variety and by the equal
sovereignty of its components. If our island psychology were to
generate an economic and military imperialism (there are threats
of this, like the "American century53 of certain journalists), there
will be no hemisphere at all, beyond geography. For our aggres-
siveness will throw Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Peru into the
hands of whatever power in Europe or Asia or both, stands ready
to counterpoise us* And in two more generations the immense
resources of South America (Brazil alone would suffice) will have
torn our hemisphere asunder into crippled fragments under whose
shards democracy would stifle.
A programme for hemisphere union must contain these basic
propositions:
(a)  The return of Latin American public wealth, such as mines
and oil, now in the hands of American capital, to the peoples
of the respective countries. This process may take the form of
loans to the governments as the means for buying back the
properties at values which should consider past profits as amor-
tization.
(b)  At least a negative guarantee of basic democratic govern-
ments for all the republics, in the form of a refusal to recognize
obvious dictatorships. The time has surely passed when any
people dares to say that the kind of government in a neigh-
bouring country is none of its business. Democracy is safe nowhere,
so long as totalitarianism is rampant anywhere. The American
republics, considering themselves a family, have the right to keep
their democratic house in order. This is a proposition dangerous
and difficult to enact. Its premise at least should be accepted as a
beginning. Of course, enforcement should always be a joint,
collective effort.
(c)  We must face our failure in race democracy. We cannot
expect confidence in the American republics, so long as we con-
tinue to discriminate against a minority as important as the
Negro, and to make of him an inferior nation within our nation.
(d)  Cultural and intellectual exchange between our America
and the others* will remain a frothy failure so long as it is left'